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Connection
Mobilizing confessing Lutherans for evangelical renewal 

 

By Pastor Steve Shipman 

A friend wrote to the first 
presiding bishop of the ELCA that 
he sometimes thought there were 
people at the Chicago headquarters 
whose full-time job was to devise 
new ways of offending members. 
Subsequent events make my friend’s 
tongue-in-cheek idea seem almost 
believable. The ELCA seems unable 
to stop doing things that aggravate 
the division between its leadership 
and people in the pews. 

Ecumenical agreements, the 
“interpretation” of the abortion 
statement to permit the health plan to 
cover all abortions, social statements 
that strike many as one-sided, press 
releases that identify the Gospel with 
the positions of one political party, 
uncritical championing of the 
Palestinian cause against Israel, and 
of course the 2009 sexuality 
decisions, all contributed to a massive 
membership decline and the 
disengagement of many members and 
pastors from anything outside their 
local congregation. The financial 
reports provide sufficient evidence of 
this disconnect. 

In the face of this situation, it 
seems obvious that the first priority of 
ELCA and synodical leadership (and 
even of activist pastors and 
laypeople) should be rebuilding 
people’s trust in the larger Church. 
Bp. Eaton was elected in large part 
because she identified with and spoke 
eloquently to this need. 

So what is the ELCA doing? It has 
just launched a massive debate over 
what is called “radical hospitality,” 
which says that everybody present, 
and not just baptized Christians, 
should be admitted to the Holy 
Communion. Many who have read 
the initial study documents sense 
(perhaps incorrectly) that the 
language is slanted in favor of the 
change. Certainly the article in Seeds 
for the Parish strikes me as loaded 
with emotion-based rhetoric favoring 
the change. 

To be fair, this issue—like many  
of those mentioned above—did not 
originate among people whose 
paychecks are issued by the ELCA 
or the synods, and Bp. Eaton had 
this thrust upon her by the 
Churchwide Assembly in response 
to a synodical memorial. But 

Radical hospitality 
somehow I hear Pete Seeger echoing 
in my ears: “When will they ever 
learn?” 

The social media postings that I 
read may not be representative, but 
many people, including solid pastors 
(some of whom support the 2009 
decisions), are expressing cynical 
opinions that the study is simply a 
cover for a decision that has already 
been made and is going to be 
imposed on the membership. I have 
a higher level of trust in our current 
leadership, and I have tried to 
challenge that cynicism, but whether 
our leaders can hold off what one 
prominent pastor referred to as a 
“tidal wave” remains to be seen. 

I am again hearing threats to  
leave the ELCA when the change is 
made (none of them says “if”), 
although I doubt that this issue has 
the “sex appeal” (sorry!) to lead to 
withdrawals anywhere near those 
after the 2009 CWA. 

Regardless, there is a massive 
level of distrust among many faithful 
pastors and laypeople who did not 

(Continued on page 2) 



Radical hospitality 

leave the ELCA because of the 
ecumenical agreements, the 
“interpretation’” of the abortion 
statement, the political activism, or 
the sexuality decisions. And this 
distrust should be the biggest 
problem that every bishop, pastor, 
and church leader addresses in our 
deliberations on every level.  

This alienation of so many 
people from the “churchwide” and 
synodical expressions has been 
earned by manipulative misuse of 
power from the start. I see no 
evidence that the decline of the 
ELCA will be reversed by changing 
the invitation to the Lord’s Table to 
“y’all come,” any more than we 
have seen people flocking in who 
we were told were just waiting for 
the ELCA to accommodate same-
sex relationships. 

Lutheran CORE as an 
organization does not have a 
position on this “radical 
hospitality,” although our value of 
“traditionally grounded” is relevant. 
But as an organization that seeks to 
mobilize confessing Lutherans for 
evangelism, we ought to be asking 
the question that is being ignored:  
If people want to come to the 
Lord’s Table, why aren’t we 
baptizing them? The church never 
put a restriction on who may be 
baptized, so the problem isn’t 
fencing the communion table so 
much as a lack of evangelism. And 

(Continued from page 1) Lutheran CORE is here to help 
congregations be better evangelists.  

But why make such a change 
now? Why can’t the Church Council 
simply respond to the CWA action 
by reporting back, “After prayer and 
reflection, we do not believe the 
ELCA is well served by another 
divisive controversy”? Perhaps a 
time will come when an ecumenical 
conversation may be helpful. And  
it should be ecumenical and not a 
sectarian action by our own 
denomination. 

My friend and I both realize that 
nobody working at The Lutheran 
Center or in any synod office has 
the job of finding new ways to 
offend the faithful. I grant that in 
many of the matters I have listed 
the leadership was responding to 
overtures by others. But as church 
consultant Lyle Schaller used to 
say, “Leaders must lead.” And it is 
long past time for the ELCA 

leadership, including parish pastors 
who keep pushing controversial 
agendas, to say “Enough!” 

The last thing we need in the 
ELCA is another study that will 
aggravate our divisions. Maybe in a 
generation or two we will be able to 
hold healthy conversations on 
conflicted matters. But for now, 
building trust and unity should be the 
priority of the ELCA and its synods. 

Pr. Steve Shipman, director of  
Lutheran CORE, can be reached  
at sshipman@lutherancore.org  
or 570-916-7780. 
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The old and the new 
By Pastor Eric J. Swensson 

 

I write a monthly social media 
column for the Lutheran CORE 
Connections newsletter, but I am 
also a pastor who has long cared 
deeply about the issues facing our 
shared ministry, and I asked if I 
could share something that had  
been on my mind.  

One might be under the 
impression that since I promote  
the use of social media I generally 
embrace what’s new.  Actually, I  
am a proponent of a judicious use  
of new means to spread the old, old 
story. So, let’s take a moment to 
think about what is new that is worth 
buying into and what is old that is 
worth keeping. 

Over the last century, our public 
institutions became increasingly 
engrossed in management and the 
study of organizational behavior. 
Even the Church embraced 
leadership models and other ideas 
from business schools. I grew up in 
the Church and have a deep sense  
of what it is, and I wonder why 
otherwise responsible people think 
the Church should become 
something other than it is.  

The Church is not a business, 
social agency, or country club 
(certainly not a night club), yet we 
keep hearing that we need to do 
things or make changes that come 
from those areas of our culture. 
Why? You know, I can imagine 
C.S. Lewis including something like 

the following in his The Screwtape 
Letters: 

Dear Wormwood: 

If all else fails, look for ways  
to convince your human that 
Christianity is boring and must 
be repackaged to make it 
interesting. Rather than 
continuing to proclaim that God 
saves, convince him that times 
have changed, and people are 
looking for something else. 
Modern people need something 
entertaining. Also, convince 
him that his leaders know 
nothing about leadership, and 
the people in business schools 
do. He will forget about pastors 
and teachers and look for 
entertainers and efficiency 
experts. 

The Church is always reforming, 
but is everything to be reformed, 
even if it is not broken? If many 
people are choosing to do other 
things on Sunday than going to 
church, does that mean church needs 
to change? Many assume that if 
church is changed a lot, a lot of 
people will come to church. Will 
they? People assume that, because 
not as many people come to church 
as before, church has to change, and 
therefore we need change agents 
instead of pastors. Really? Do we 
really want leaders in the Church 
who think they have a mandate to fix 
everything? What if the reason 
people think they want pastors who 

will fix everything is because people 
want an easy fix?  

We should know better than to 
think that everything is going to be 
all right if we try something new. 
There are no easy fixes, especially 
when it comes to doing church.  

Bringing change to the Church—
from the need to go mega church, 
emerging church, or praise church—
may attract new members to any 
number of new churches. Or it might 
just pull people from one church to 
another. What often happens, 
though, is that in their excitement at 
becoming a new trend, such churches 
bash every other church. Much too 
often their excitement is such that 
they end up with a new gospel.  

In many ways the Church in 
North America has been getting off 
course for a long time, but we are  
all to blame. Our congregations and 
institutions can and should get on  
the right path, but not by becoming 
something they are not. A church is  
a collective, a body. That does not 
mean that we can be twisted into a 
new shape when a new trend in 
leadership or ministry, worship, 
education, discipleship, or fellowship 
comes along. Trends are not going to 
fix our problems; trends often are the 
problem. If the church needs a fix, it 
is probably the same as every 
believer needs: a change in heart. 
And we already have something for 
that, the Word.  

(Continued on page 5) 
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ELCA Witness: “We need each other!” 

 

We need each other! At this time 
in our life together as Lutheran 
CORE, this is the main message I 
have to share with you, especially as 
the chair of ELCA Witness. I’m 
reminded of the Apostle Paul’s words 
from 1 Corinthians, chapter twelve, 
where he speaks about how each part 
of the body has need of the other and 
then states, “If one member suffers, all 
suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with 
it.” As Lutheran CORE, regardless of 
the denomination, we need each other. 
We need each other for suffering 
together and rejoicing together. We 
need each other for remaining faithful 
to the truth of the Word together, for 
providing witness together, and for 
mutual consolation. 

Those of you who have left the 
ELCA need us who are “stayers-still” 
to be reminded of where you’ve been 
and the struggles you’ve endured.  
You also need us so that you’re 
reminded that orthodox pastors and 
congregations needing your support 
remain within the ELCA. 

Those of us who are “stayers-still” 
in the ELCA really need you! We 
need your prayers and encouragement. 
We need you to stay in community 
with us through Lutheran CORE. We 
are suffering, and as Christians, you 
must suffer with us—indeed are 
suffering with us. Even if you are not 
the one personally experiencing the 
suffering anymore, the suffering itself 
is not lessened. It goes without saying 
that those of us in the ELCA need to 
stick together and stick with our 
friends who have left. We need to 
know each other’s names, faces, and 
situations. 

When you think about it, orthodox 
Lutherans comprise quite a small 
percentage of Christianity and an even 
smaller percentage of people in 
general. Our numbers are not huge. 
Lutheran CORE is the best gathering 
place for us to be together. We need 
each other. We need to be together. 
We need to make it again and again  
to these, our family reunions. 

I can’t predict what the future 
holds. We have a new Presiding 
Bishop in the ELCA. We aren’t sure 
yet if there will be significant changes 
in the treatment of the orthodox within 
the ELCA or what those changes will 
look like. We still receive reports 

on  ELCA Witness about synodical 

leaders in some areas who are 
continuing to mistreat our friends. 
There is also litigiousness in our 
society around the homosexuality 
issue that gives cause for concern. It is 
possible that those of us who are 
stayers-still need Lutheran CORE now 

more than ever before! Just consider 
the speakers we have in the next 
couple days. Where else could we go 
for this quality of orthodox continuing 
education? And we need those who 
have left to remain with us, walking 
side-by-side in our life together as 
Jesus’s disciples. We need a mighty 
Lutheran CORE. 

ELCA Witness usually meets 
monthly by conference call. We have 
been busy! Our activities since our 
last Convocation include changing our 
name from the “ELCA-Specific 
Working Group of Lutheran 
CORE” (quite a mouthful) to “ELCA 
Witness,” to reflect our ongoing work 
of witnessing within the ELCA. We 
offered a resource room at the 2013 
Churchwide Assembly in Pittsburgh 
and Lutheran CORE tables at three 
2014 synod assemblies. We were 
turned down at two synod assemblies, 
and an offer to have a table was made 
and then subsequently withdrawn at 
another synod assembly. We are 
already looking for people to have 
tables and workshops at the 2015 
synod assemblies. Pastor Steve 
Shipman and I can help anyone who  
is interested. Let us know. 

Our work has also included a 
presence at ELCA Church Council 
meetings. We have been publishing 
articles of importance for the Lutheran 
CORE newsletter and have been 
beefing up our web presence. We 
responded to an article in the Lutheran 
Forum about the fate of those who 

(Continued on page 5) 

Editor’s Note: Following are the 
comments made by Pr. Cori 
Johnson, chair of ELCA Witness,  
at the 2014 Lutheran CORE 
Convoca on in Charleston, edited 
slightly for publica on. The original 
presenta on is online at h p://
lutheran.wp.icblivetv.com/my‐
videos/?video=7653,  me stamp 
1:59:28  
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“We need each other!” 

disagree with the 2009 Churchwide 
Assembly decisions.  

We continue to wait on a response 
from the ELCA Churchwide offices 
about a promised upcoming meeting 
among Pastor Shipman, Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton, and me. [Note: The 
meeting has been scheduled for 
October.]  We have ongoing efforts  
in place for helping orthodox pastors 
and congregations find one another 
through the ELCA website itself and 
through ClergyConnect on the 
Lutheran CORE website. We are 
working on networking more broadly, 
including seminarians. We are also 
currently writing up a document to 
help orthodox pastors in the ELCA 
who are being approached to do gay 
weddings and blessings. I invite you 
to come to our workshop and hear 
more details on what we have been 
doing in the past year and give your 
input for our future activities. I ask all 
of y’all—I’ve been working on that, 

(Continued from page 4) but I know my accent betrays me; 
where I come from we’d say “yous 
guys.”  I invite “yous guys” to pray 
for Lutheran CORE and especially  
the work of ELCA Witness. 

I’d like to thank the members of 
ELCA Witness for their faithful 
participation and wise insights: Pastor 
Steve Gjerde, Lynn Kickingbird as 
Chair of the Steering Committee, 
Pastor Ray Kibler, Pastor Dick 
Mathiesen, Pastor Ken Ruppar, 
Bishop Ken Sauer, and Pastor Steve 
Shipman. You are truly appreciated! 

In closing, please remember that 
we need each other. We cannot stop 
suffering together and rejoicing 
together. Galatians 6:2 reads, “Bear 
one another’s burdens, and in this way 
you will fulfill the law of Christ.” If 
we stop bearing one another’s burdens, 
we are failing our calling—a calling 
given to us by Jesus Christ. It is 
demanded of us by the Word of God, 
a word which trumps any other word. 
So then let us be about bearing one 

The old and the new 

It is essential that the Gospel of 
God’s love be shared in word and 
deed by all believers. We need to get 
over the idea that sharing is an option, 
that evangelism is a unique gift. 
Everyone is gifted to love and share. 

Proclamation of Law and Gospel 
will always be essential, and I truly 
believe that is what people should 
hear when they come to church. We 

(Continued from page 3) should keep that. My regular column 
this month is on creating a social 
media team for your church’s 
ministry, something that uses a new 
form to do what we have been and 
should be doing through the 
centuries—being relational, creating 
opportunities for dialog and sharing.  

I wish you all the best and will  
be praying that all of our ministries 
discern what is truly best in our 
communities.  

Pr. Eric Jonas Swensson writes a regular 
monthly column for Lutheran CORE 
Connections on using social media to 
spread the Gospel. He can be reached at 
ejswensson@gmail.com or 914-235-0361.  

another’s burdens. Let us be about the 
work of fulfilling the law of Christ.  

And in the immortal words of the 
great philosopher, Red Green, 
“Remember, I’m pullin’ for ya—
we’re all in this together.”  

Thank you, and God bless. 

 

Pr. Cori Johnson chairs ELCA Witness, 
a committee of Lutheran CORE. She is 
pastor at Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
in Wallace, Mich., and St. Stephen’s 
Lutheran Church in Stephenson, Mich. 
Pr. Johnson can be reached at 
pastorcori@hotmail.com. 
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By Rod Hackman  

How many of you get requests 
for donations? How many of you get 
lots of requests for donations? There 
are requests for help from so many 
sources. You get them on TV; you 
get them in the mail; you get them  
in email. You get them at work, at 
church; you even get them at 
Lutheran CORE Convocations.  

How do you know who to help  
or how to help them? How do you 
make a mission connection without 
people getting hurt in the process? 
Mission Connect is here to help  
you make such connections wisely 
and strategically.   

What is MissionConnect?  

MissionConnect consists of a 
dedicated team of Lutheran CORE 
members, representing Spanish-
and English-speaking ministries 
from both the East and West 
coasts—people who are passionate 
about mission and ministry.   

MissionConnect seeks “to  
inspire and mobilize Lutheran 
CORE congregations, renewal 
movements, and individual 
members to actively engage in 
supporting and expanding local and 
continental and global missions.” 

We want to focus on the second 
part of this purpose statement: 
actively engage in supporting and 
expanding local and continental and 
global missions. You’ve heard this 
statement many times from Dr. 
Gemechis Buba—a vision for 
congregations to connect directly with 
one local, one continental, and one 
global mission.  

We have spoken and written 
before that with MissionConnect 
giving goes both ways.  

First of all, giving involves not 
just a congregation’s finances, but 

also the gifts and talents of its 
people to help other growing church 
plants, ethnic ministries in the 
United States and global ministries. 

As a result, your congregation 
will grow and be blessed immensely 
by the excitement that you receive 
and the passion that you see by 
working and partnering with 
continental and global missions. 
You will be the one who will be 
blessed.  

(Continued on page 7) 

Connecting with MissionConnect 
The Lutheran CORE Steering Committee seeks to remind congregations of the challenge that Lutheran 

CORE makes to member congregations to support one local and one international mission partner.  

Previous MissionConnect articles featured congregations that have connected with 
worthy ministries in North America and globally. 
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Connecting with MissionConnect 

Giving goes both ways, but it is 
not just giving money. It is 
supporting others in terms of prayer, 
moral support, and letting them 
know that someone cares and is there 
for them and partnering with them. 

MissionConnect also seeks to 
inspire and mobilize people for 
mission. We do this in four ways.  

First, we publish articles in 
Lutheran CORE Connection—
usually written by Pr. Dennis 
Nelson—that share how 
congregations have partnered in 
exciting ministries and have been 
blessed in return. Past articles have 
featured the ministries of Pr. Patricia 
Muran to a Mixteca community in 
California, Pr. Eddy Perez’s radio 
ministry to Cuba, Pr. Jeff 
Cottingham’s work with the 
Lutheran Church of South Sudan, 
and Pr. Doug Gast and Bethel 
Lutheran Church’s support of 
Hispanic and Ethiopian 
congregations. Each month the 
MissionConnect articles are posted 
to the “Stories of MissionConnect” 
tab on the MissionConnect section 
of the Lutheran CORE website. 
Spanish language translations are 
offered for select articles. 

If you feel your congregation  
is missing opportunities to be 
extravagantly blessed, we would 
challenge you to step forward and 
start participating in these continen-
tal and global missions.  

(Continued from page 6) Second, MissionConnect helps 
inspire and mobilize people for 
mission through its listing of worthy 
mission organizations on the 
MissionConnect web page. When 
we get so many requests for 
assistance, it is easy to become 
jaded after a while and to wonder if 
this one is a fraud or if we should be 
concerned about that one. How can 
we know in which one we should 
participate?  We’d like to help, but 
how we can be sure the money is 
going to be used properly and that it 
will really produce the results it 
claims to accomplish?  

That’s why there is a 
ministry standards team that 
works cooperatively between 
Lutheran CORE and the 
NALC to make sure our 
organizations’ efforts aren’t 
duplicated. This dynamic  
and dedicated team reviews 
every application for 
assistance thoroughly, so that 
qualifying organizations can 
be listed on the Lutheran 
CORE Mission Connect web 
page. Only organizations that 
have been reviewed by the 
ministry standards team can 
be listed. We publish and 
maintain a listing of mission 
projects that Lutheran 
congregations and individuals 
can be assured will be 
financially trustworthy and 
accountable in the use of 
donated funds, and we 
encourage communication 
and partnership between 
donors and recipients.  

Third, we also inspire and 
mobilize congregations for 
MissionConnect through the many 
workshops we offer at the 
Convocation. If your congregation 
needs some energy and passion, 
attend one of the workshops offered 
at Convocation or regionally.  

At the recent Convocation in 
Charleston, SC, we heard from Pr. 
Samuel Nieva and Pr. Doug Gast, 
both of whom have been featured in 
previous MissionConnect articles in 

(Continued on page 9) 

Submitting the “Connect to MissionConnect!” 
online form can get you started in making mission 
connections. 
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Lutheran Quarterly as a resource for renewal 

By Paul Rorem and Mark Mattes 

 
There are many features about 

Lutheran CORE that help promote 
renewal for congregations and 
church leaders. Most strikingly, 
CORE’s signature event is a yearly 
theological conference. Here 
Lutheran CORE is faithful to a 
Lutheran approach to renewal. Not 
only engaging the scriptures and 
praying, Lutheran CORE also 
highlights theology as the backbone 
of revitalization; church leaders, 
whether clergy or lay, are 
empowered when they are steeped  
in the truth of Christ and have the 
resources to judge sound doctrine.  

Lutheran Quarterly is a journal 
promoting sound Lutheran theology 
and our indebtedness to history. It  
is positioned to help serve church 
leaders, particularly those affiliated 
with Lutheran CORE. Lutheran 
Quarterly is a theological 
conference in print offered four 
times a year, allowing leaders to 
read through papers akin to the  
ones presented at Lutheran CORE’s 
yearly theological conference. 
Indeed, many Lutheran CORE 
speakers are LQ authors: Robert 
Benne, Piotr Malysz, Sarah Hinlicky 
Wilson recently, and Carl Braaten 
early in 2015.  

Pastor Paul Owens (St. Paul 
Church in New Braunfels Texas) 
writes, “Thank you for Lutheran 
Quarterly. Bayer and Luther are 

making me a better preacher.” By 
“Bayer” Owens is referring to 
Oswald Bayer, recently retired 
Luther scholar and systematician  
at the University of Tübingen in 
Germany. Lutheran Quarterly has 
long promoted Bayer’s works in 
English translation, all for the 
purpose of grounding church leaders 
in sound theology and faith. 

Through Lutheran Quarterly, 
church leaders can keep abreast  
of theological trends in light of 
Reformation insights and so be 
strengthened in their ministries. 
Preachers seeking insight for their 
calling are able to think more 
critically, passionately, and 
persuasively when they wrestle  
with and respond to articles in LQ.  

Lutheran Quarterly stands as a 
direct descendant of Lutheran 
journals dating back to 1849. It has  
a proven track record of helping 
leaders preach, teach, and confess 
the Evangelical faith because it 
assists those leaders’ centeredness in 
the faith. Since its renewal in 1988 

as a “New Series,” LQ’s four aims 
have remained unchanged:  
to provide a forum (1) for the 
discussion of Christian faith and life 
on the basis of the Lutheran 
Confessions, (2) for the application  
of the principles of the Lutheran 
Church to the changing problems  
of religion and society, (3) for the 
fostering of world Lutheranism,  
and (4) for the promotion of 
understanding between Lutherans 
and other Christians. It is unique in 
that its leadership includes 
theologians from both the ELCA 
and the LCMS (as well as from the 
LCMC and Lutheran CORE). 

While Lutheran Quarterly 
publishes many different Lutheran 
perspectives, a benchmark of its 
identity has favored the approach 
that, in Gerhard Forde’s words, 
“theology is for proclamation.” In an 
era in which it is easy for theology 
to lose its path in many causes, LQ 
has fostered a stance in which 
theology is tied to parish life—
indeed, the most important mission 
of parish life, proclamation, whether 
in word or sacrament.  

In addition to sound theology, 
Lutheran Quarterly reminds 
Lutherans of the heritage that supports 
and sustains mission: historical essays 
not only on Luther’s and other 
Reformers’ theologies, but also  
events and leaders in the West and 

(Continued on page 9) 
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($30 for one year; $55 for two years) 
to Lutheran Quarterly, P.O. Box 
465, Hanover, PA 17331.  
Other queries can go to Managing 
Editor Bud Thompson 
(thompsonv@gonzaga.edu).  

  

  

Paul Rorem (Princeton Seminary) 

Mark Mattes (Grand View 
University) 

Editor and Associate Editor, 
Lutheran Quarterly and Lutheran 
Quarterly Books (Eerdmans) 

and history that you will find here. 
Finally, the LQ webpage offers 
further resources, such as a series of 
sermons to inspire preachers in their 
goal to do law and gospel preaching. 
See lutheranquarterly.com for more. 

As the editors of Lutheran 
Quarterly, we pray God for renewal 
in the whole church. We are grateful 
to Lutheran CORE for highlighting 
theology as a path for renewal. We 
commend Lutheran Quarterly as a 
partner to Lutheran CORE, an 
affordable resource for church 
leaders seeking sound theology and 
thus renewal in church life. To 
subscribe, visit the website 
mentioned above or send a check 

throughout the world that have 
defined Lutheranism.  

As the Reformation Jubilee in 
2017 approaches, Lutheran Quarterly 
will provide a series on how such 
centennials have been observed in the 
past (Helmut Lehmann), translation 
of Luther’s sermon on indulgences 
from early 1517 (by Timothy J. 
Wengert), and a survey of 
recommendations as to the five books 
on the Reformation that every parish 
library should own (Mary Jane 
Haemig). Additionally, no other 
journal can beat the steady flow of 
book reviews on Lutheran theology 

(Continued from page 8) 

Lutheran Quarterly as a resource for renewal 

Connecting with MissionConnect 

Lutheran CORE Connection. Samuel 
described his work raising up church 
leaders in his church in Compton, 
CA, and Doug offered helpful 
guidelines on how to begin 
implementing a mission connection.  

Finally, we hope by now that you 
have been inspired enough to ask the 
question, “How do I take the next 
step?” We make it easy for you with 
the “Connect to MissionConnect!” 
link on the MissionConnect tab of 
the Lutheran CORE website. This 
link will take you to an online form 
where you can identify yourself and 
the level of involvement you seek. 
Once we receive the completed 
form, you will be contacted by 

(Continued from page 7) Rachel Sosebee, who will follow  
up by putting you in touch with 
congregations that are already 
enjoying the blessing of a mission 
connection or with ministries that 
need such a connection. 

It really isn’t complicated at all. 
You can start today by filling out  
the online form to indicate your 
interest, and your congregation can 
begin to enjoy the blessings of a 
Mission Connect partnership. Find 
out more by visiting our website and 
reading past MissionConnect articles 
and filling out the “Connect to 
Mission Connect!” form. And keep 
an eye out for future articles about 
exciting ministries in upcoming 
issues of this newsletter.  

MissionConnect is a lot like a 
mustard seed; you start with a simple 
step today, and the blessings grow 
and grow and grow, into a beautiful 
relationship fit for God’s Kingdom.  

Rod Hackman gladly serves on the 
MissionConnect Ministry Standards 
Team. Rod can be reached at 
dreamnwv@hotmail.com. 
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Social media and the Gospel 
Pastor Eric Swensson, our social 
media consultant, offers some 
insights on leveraging social media 
for the Gospel. 

 
 

Create and Train an Informal 
Social Media Team 

Your church can and should 
create and train an informal social 
media team who understand the 
strategy and sharing of posts. It is 
fairly simple to do, but like every-
thing, there is a learning curve that 
is steeper for some than others. I 
really do think that everything one 
needs to learn to do this is available 
for free online. I am recommending 
one such website, Internet 
Evangelism Day (IED). 

When faced with setting up my 
first church website back in 1999, I 
was blessed to find IED. I read their 
main page, clicked links and read 
more, and signed up for their 
emails. All their advice is worth 
considering, and their basic 
approach is sound. The leader, 
Tony Soon, is a British evangelical. 
He espouses getting rid of Christian 
jargon and getting relational.  

In the beginning, all your team 
needs to be doing is learning good 
social media practices, and you can 
find it all there. You can coach your 
team via email and social media, 
and the team can learn from the 
leader and each other, watching 
what is collectively being posted.  

I’ve coached a number of people 
over the years, and it is all quite 
organic with questions arising while 
people are doing it. I will be glad to 
field any questions when you are 
not sure of the answer.  

If you are interested in creating  
a social media team, please read 
“Churches: use social media to 
reach your community” on the IED 
website (http://www.Internet 
EvangelismDay.com/church-social-
media.php#ixzz3BEoixtqp/)   

Another good article of theirs is 
“Facebook and social networking 
for Christian evangelism and 
relationships.” (http://ieday.net/
facebook-evangelism.php) 

When reading these articles,  
pay attention to social media being 
relational and personal and not 
anonymous and generalized; 
incorporating a wide usage of 
visual elements; practicing dialogue 
and discussion rather than procla-
mation and preaching; and the 
difference between internal and 
external communication. For 
example, many congregations  
do a fairly good job of internal 
communication on the Internet  

and with social media, but need 
coaching on external communica-
tion. For example, I see congrega-
tions tweeting that choir practice 
has been cancelled, but Twitter is 
entirely the wrong medium for such 
an internal message. 

You already have members who 
use social media, especially 
Facebook. They only need a little 
training, and they will become a 
team—an Internet evangelism 
team—sharing your church’s vision 
with your community and beyond. 

“…many congregations do a fairly good job of 
internal communication on the Internet and 

with social media, but need coaching on 
external communication.”  

Pr. Eric Jonas Swensson works with the 
Institute of Lutheran Theology in 
marketing, development and international 
theological education. The owner of 
Sound Shore Media, a social media 
marketing business, he has been using the 
web to connect evangelistically with 
people for fifteen years. A historian and 
a writer, Pr. Swensson can be reached at 
ejswensson@gmail.com or 914-235-0361.  
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Upcoming events 

September 20 
United Lutheran Church 

Crystal Falls, Michigan 

Northwoods Lutheran CORE Convocation, 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Cost is $10 and 
includes lunch. Registration deadline is September 12.  

Download the brochure or contact United Lutheran Church at 906-875-6591 for 
more information. 

October 4-5 

Iowa Events Center – 
Hy-Vee Hall 

Des Moines, Iowa 

The Institute of Lutheran Theology invites you for serious theological reflection on 
the topic of evangelism before the LCMC Annual Gathering in Des Moines, IA. 
Under the title, “Going Viral with the Gospel,” we will explore what it means to 
proclaim the Gospel in today’s world.  

Visit the ILT events page for more information. 

October 5-8 

Iowa Events Center – 
Hy-Vee Hall 

Des Moines, Iowa 

14th Annual LCMC gathering. The focus of this year’s gathering is “Reason for 
Hope.” Keynote speakers are Rev. Dr. Walter Sundberg, Rev. Margaret Manning, 
and Rev. Dr. Mark Mattes. Attendees will have a chance to serve the hungry of the 
world, both here and abroad, by participating in a meal packaging event.  

Visit www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering/233.html to learn more. 

October 25 
New Life Lutheran Church 

Duluth, Minnesota 

The Lake Superior Ministerial Association of the LCMC/NALC annual Fall 
Theological Conference under the theme “Christians and the Afterlife” from 
10:00AM – 4:00 PM. Keynote presenter is Rev. Steve King of Sola Publishing. 
This event is designed for both clergy and laity. Suggested cost is $10 per 
individual and $50 per congregation. Lunch will be available to order. 

For more information, contact Pr. Stew Carlson (sycharlutheranpastor@gmail.com; 
651-207-3939) or Pr. Carl Fiskness (carlfiskness@hotmail.com; 320-260-4255). 

October 30 

Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

“Ecclesia Plantanda,” a Reformation Conference sponsored by the Department of 
Lutheran Studies at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. Speakers include the 
Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer and the Rev. Dr. James Nestingen. Contact Dr. Mary 
Havens at mhavens@gordonconwell.edu or download the conference brochure for 
further information.  

November 6-8 

Upper Arlington Lutheran 
Church 

Hilliard, Ohio 

2014 NALC Mission Festival themed “Abida – Hearts on Fire” will feature 
inspiring speakers, panel discussions with people who are currently leading house 
church ministry, practical resources, and time to connect with other mission-driven 
leaders. Theme speakers are Bishop John Bradosky and Dr. Gemechis Buba. 

Contact Jenny Brockman (jbrockman@thenalc.org; 614-777-5709) for further 
information or go to the NALC website (www.thenalc.org). 

November 
17-18 

San Pedro Center 

(near) Orlando, FL 

Florida Chapter, Society of the Holy Trinity Retreat. Speaker: The Rev. Dr. Walter 
C. Sundberg Jr, Professor of Church History, Luther Seminary. 

For further information contact Rev. Larry Recla, Dean of the Florida Chapter, STS 
at larryrecla@comcast.net.  

October 13-14 

Old Sanctuary – Institute of 
Lutheran Theology  

Brookings, South Dakota 

10th Annual Augsburg Pastor’s Fall Theological Conference, “Discipleship and 
the preaching of it” features keynote speakers NALC Bishop John Bradosky and 
Dr. Paul Hinlicky, with Dr. Amy Schifrin as one of four preachers.  

Visit http://augsburgchurches.org/events/ for complete information, or contact Pr. 
Timothy Swenson at 701-421-1108 or preachermantim@gmail.com. 
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